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“Some will say cui bono? What have proverbs to do with the
lucubrations of learned societies? They relate only to the
common people, the villagers, the ignavumapecus, they
contain much that is frivolous, and superstitious, and absurd
the dreamy notions of the ignorant! Very ture. Admitting this —
but they are Paroimiai, wards of the way-side, like foundlings,
no one knows the date of their birth. They relate however to the
masses, to those whose views and opinions in these days of
extended suffrage are cropping up, and gradually controlling
the upper strata of society. As Lord Shaftesbury said,
indefence of mass education we must educate our masters
and we must therefore know their views and opinions. We do, |
remember, in the height of the Indian Mutiny, Loard Canning
sending for me at Calcutta to consult on the best method of
getting at native opinion a very vital one for maintaining good
rule in India. His Lordship remarked to me “We have certain
Chiefs on our side but how are we to know regarding what the
people feel?" | pointed out the clues the Native Press gave on
this difficult subject, and the result-was, the government took
action and instituted the important department of Reporters of
the Native Vernacular Press of India. This department diving
down in to the undercurrents of native opinion has been very
useful to Government like that of India, a small body of on
foreigners located among an oriental race, whose stand point
is so very different from the European ... Proverbs which are
probably coeval with the discovery of writing, surviving the
overthrow of empires and the desaolation brought by
conquerors; they leave their ripples on the sand of time; they
are like wild flowers, which outlive ruin and mark the flora of the
district. When we consider that many of the Indian proverbs
are 1000 years old, and when we look at the difficulty of tracing
the past in India, an auxiliary like proverbs ought not to be
despised; from the strong impression they have left on the
memory in their poetic form, they survive where history
perishes. The Eastern people, especially the Hindus, are anti-
historic. We have therefore few historical documents, and have
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to explore the dim recesses of the past by the dim lights of
ruin, coins, inscriptions, which perish by time. What an
auxiliary, then, are proverbs, which give the history, not merely
of kings and conquerors, but of the people, in their inner most
thoughts in the domestic hearths ..... The Indian prouerbs
show how deeply the village and patriarchal system has
engrafted Into the Indian mind in contrast to the feudal one
introduced by the Mohammedans and the English.”

James Long
Oriental Proverbs

In Their Relations to Folklore,
History, Sociology with Suggestions

for their colletions, 1875
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ZfezHifM Gerry Farrell 90E02S :

“In recent decades ethnomusicologists have shown an
increasing interest in historical data evident in the publication of
several major collections of essays that address the historical
dimension of ethnomusicology. This interest in history is driven
in part by the apparently ongoing need for ethnomusicologists to
construct a longer and more coherent history of their own
discipline or even, still to define where exactly they stand in the
fields of ethnomusicology and anthropology, but it is also part of
a wider movement of ideas concerned with post colonial cultural
critique and discussions of western views of the other in music
and other cultural frames ..."

Gerry Farrel; Neil Sorrell

(Colonialism, Philology and Musical
ethnography in the Nineteenth
Century India : The Case of S.W. Fallon.

MUSIC & LETTERS, 2002
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Two great objects have been kept in view throughout. First,
to exhibit irrefragable evidence of the real feeling of the mass of
people, and thus enable Europeans to see them as they are.
Second, to draw public attention to a great body of excellent
vernacular literature, in the hope that other persons, far better
qualified for the task than myself, will follow the enquiry _and
publish critical editions and translations of the great ethical '
works of the Dravidian Augustan period. It is almost impossible
now to obtain a printed copy of any early Tamil book that has
not been systematically corrupted and mutilated, to meet the
views of those whose livelihood depends on the rejection by
the public of Dravidian literature and its acceptance of Puranic
legends ... This is no unimportant matter looking to the_
necessity that the governing race should not be disqualified
from performing its noble task by labouring under a complete
mistakes as to that nationality, aspirations, feeling and errors
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of the people its rules : seeing that the Dravidian peoples
distinctly claim unity of race and origin with the yet more
cultivated Sanscrit Nation that has settled among them. ... The
contents of the following pages will give samples of almost
every kind of songs that catch the public ear and dwell in the
national heart. The only exception of which | am aware are the
episodes of the great epics and the erotic chapters which |
dare not translate. Neither belong to our subject, for both are
purely Brahminic, entirely foreign to the Dravidian literature and
mind .... There is a great mass of noble writing ready to hand
in Tamil and Telegu folk literature, especially in the former.
lotal neglect has fallen upon it. Overborne by Brahminic
legend, hated by Brahmanas it has not had a chance of
attaining notice it so much deserves. The people cling to their
songs still and in every school the Pupils learn the strain of
Inovalluva, Auveiyar, Kapila, ... To raise these books in public
estimation to exhibit the true products of the Dravidian mind,
would be a task worthy of the ripest Scholar and the most
enlightened government. ‘It may not be considered a
digression to protest against the 'Christian mutilation to which
the Tamil classics are now liable, an offence not inferior in
demerit to that Brahmanic mutilation which has been so
frequently referred to in text... It has been said that there is no
better way of knowing the real feelings and ideals of a people
than that afforded by the songs that pass from lip to lip in their
streets and markets. None know from whence they come.
Verses are added to or subtracted from them as new ideas
came in or old ones pass away. Thus they keep up to date, as
Il were, the expression of those inner feelings which never rise
lo the surface of a set literature but are in reality the very
essence of popular belief. Their satire is often sharp and never
lears to attack shames, however venerable that may be. Such
satire in often the only means left to the illiterate and obscure
of showing that the priest craft, the outer polish, the grosser
abuses as well as the showier fabrics, which to outsiders
seem to be the life of nation, are in no sense the life or even
portion of the life of the millions who in reality forms the mass
of the nation, but who are far too often utterly forgotten by
those who judge a people by its upper ten thousand. It will be
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seen, however, that while the philosophy of the schools is
unknown to the crowd, the strong tendency of the popular mind
is towards monotheism of a character not unlike that of

Visishta Advaita School ... European mind, because, as such ~

works went through the press, they were accompanied and
much more than outnumbered, by cther books on India—
chiefly written by missionaries. The later dilated upon the
enormities of vulgar Hinduism, its millions of deities, the
obscenities, quarrels, defeats and victories ofthe gods ...
clubbing these together under the shade of the old proverb “as
are their gods so are the people” — these authors have
ascribed utter abominations to the mass of the people, until it
has become the general idea that all under the ranks of higher
Brahmans is one of seething mass of impurity, polytheism and
the grossest superstition ... More were they driven to abhor the
religious system that stood in their way that is the puranic
ritual ...

... They naturally looked to the priests and temples as
representing Hinduism ... close observation for several years
and the extended friendship with Hindus with which | have been
honoured. have long shown that in all matters of daily life the
popular Hinduism of the priests is not found among the lower
castes. If such an illustration may be permitted it might be
said that Modern Hindu life in Southern India much resembles
that of Europe just before the reformation. ... The people of
India are not accurately described from Brahman sources and
that in thought and habit they are in a marked way different
from the sacred caste ... No one can fail to be struck with the
sadness that prevails .... It is inexpressibly saddening again
and again to note such songs as these, and know that they
represent the inmost feelings of the betterpart of a Great
Nation ... Itis not hard to find the cause of so much sorrow. To
the great mass of the nation there is positively no way open
towards religious peace, exceptin the hardest of all courses —
abstract faith in an abstract deity. Virtue is its own reward Itis
true, but sin has its pleasures as well, and they are near. Who
knows what is virtue's reward in a Hindu country? Brahmanism
has little hold of the national mind in Dravida. The Brahmans
are foreigners their doctrines or rather legends, as tought in the
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temples are repulsive are else vicious, and no man can rest a
troubled heart in them. The philosophical systems of the
thoughtful. Brahmans' are jealously kept from the masses,
what then have they? ... Many of the songs would seem to
show that the crowd lean tenderly towards the Buddhist
doctrine of absorption and annihilation. =

CHARLES E. GOVER
THE FOLK SONGS OF SOUTHERN INDIA, 1871

“Many of these songs and hymns and ethical epigrams
strung together into chants and poems breathe a spirit of the
highest morality, purity and toleration. The genuine outpourings
of the popular mind and heart, as expressed in such portions
of the true indigenous literature as can be separated from the
corruptions and mutilations to which they have been subjected
from Puranic iegends and the lower class of Brahmanas and

temple priests, are pure and simple, and they have sometime
a higheraim.”

S.W. Fallon
Proceedings of the Government of Bengal
In the education Dept., 1873
Each one of the countless ever-changing conditions by

which humanity is impressed, has its own reflex expression
and it is fitting that every note of the great complex organ, th’e
human heart, should unite in producting its full swell of rich and
varied harmony. Lying from their associates among the dead
lraves of a Dictionary, a great many of the yet unwritten wards
and phrases of the so-called vulgar tongue may have no
meaning for European and native scholars who have not heard
them from the mouths of the people. But no one who has
1.«.|c;:n¢d to and marked these same words, as they are used in
combination in the proverbs and songs which are habitually
(juoted and sung by the people in their homes, in the streets
and on festive occasions, can fail to be impressed with their I
powerful significance and the stronghaold they have on the
alfections of the people ...

In the speech of the women of India moreover is mirrored
the: very image of the thoughts and feelings by which humanity
i moved, with the burning words which are wrung from the
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sharper sufferings of the weaker vessal. The songs composed
by women are distinguished by a natural charm and simple
pathos which make way to the hearts of the people. There is
the natural language of the emotions; for they have not learnt
from books-false copies mostly and always wanting in
vividness and accuracy of directimpressions on the hearing
ear and the reflex expressions of the living voice which we call
speech ....... The only national speech is that which bears the
people’s stamp and in this category the first place must be
assigned to the language of women ..."

S.W. Fallon
A new Hindustani-English
Dictionary with illustrations
From Hindustani Literature and Folk lore 1879
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Let me conclude, therefore, with a plea for the serious
study of the Indian vernacular literature by all interested in our
great eastern possessions, whether as administrators or as
missionaries. Practically nothing is known about it. Its extent
is so great that one or two students can make no impression
upon it. Unfortunately it is not fashionable. Fashionable
decrees that we must study Sanskrit or else books written by
scholars, great scholars | freely admit, whose linguistic horizon
is bounded by that language. Sanskrit has a noble past, but it
belongs to that past. From it little can be learnt of the hopes
and fears of the beliefs and superstitions which build up the
character of the modern Hindu ... Believe one who has tried it,
that the quotation of a single verse of Tulsi Dasa or of a pithy
saying of the wise old Kabir will do more to unlock the hearts
and gain the trust of our eastern fellow subjects than the most
intimate familiarity with the dialectics of Sankara or with the
daintiest verses of Kalidasa. A knowledge of the old dead
language will, it is true, often win respect and admiration but a
very modest acquaintance with the treasures and they are
treasures — of Hindi literature endows its possess or with the
priceless gift of sympathy and gain for him, from those whose
watchword is bhakti, their confidence and love.

George Abraham Grierson
“Modern Hinduism and its Debt to the Nestorians”
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1907

In continuatior of my previous papers on the folk songs
from the districts of Barisal and Pabna in eastern Bengal |
publish below the texts in Devanagari script and the
translations into English, of Eleven archaic folk songs which
were brought to light a few years ago in the district of
Chittagong in Eastern Bengal. These songs are about 75 years
old, for, the manuscripts, wherein they have been found
recorded, bears the date of the year 1207 of the Maghi Era
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which corresponds circ A.D. 1846. The gentleman, who has
collected these songs, says that from the style of the
handwritings, the'shape of the letters, the appearance of the
paper in which the manuscript is written, and other evidence,
these folk songs to be the much older than 75 years.

These folk songs have for their theme the pathetic inc_ident
of the Ramayana, namely, the exiling into the forest of Sita by
her husband Rama, the king of Ayodhya ...

__ These eleven archaic folk songs are important both
philologically and ethnographically. Their importance a
philological point of view will appear from the numerous
linguistic peculiarities of their text which have set forth in '
Appendix. A. of this paper, as also from the numerous arch_anc
wards which have been used thessin which are mentioned in
Appendix B here of ...

From an ethnographical point of view also these folk songs
are noteworthy in as much they illustrate the ideals which a
faithful Hindu wife in Ancient India set before herself and which
are described below.

Sarat Chandra Mitra

On Some Archaic Folk-Songs From
The District of Chittagong in
Eastern Bengal, 27th August, 1919

The ancestors of the majority of the Musalmans of Eastern
tengal appear to have been Hindus who were forcibly '
converted to Islam during the Mohommedan regime. This s
evidenced by the fact that their latter day descendents still
retain some of the customs and usages of Hindu their forbears.
I'heir personal names are composed partly of Hindu and partly
of Mahommedan congonemes. Their boys are not only taught
{he tenets of Koran, but are also instructed in the legends of
ihe Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Their widows wear the
unbordered saris and cut their hair short just like the Hindu
widows, and object to cow killing. Their houses are adorned
with Hindu mythological picture. Those among them who are
qifted with the poetic compdse vein songs not only about
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Hindu mythological subjects but sometimes also in honour and
praise of the Hindu gods and goddesses. This will be apparent
from the folk-songs Nos 2 and 3, from the district of Barisal in
Eastern Bengal which | have published elsewhere. The
Chittagong folk-songs No 2 and 4 which are published below,
also testify to the same fact.

The four Musalmani folk-songs published here in below
have been collected from the district of Chittagong in Eastern
Bengal, where they are stated to be current among, and sung
by Mahommedan folk.

Sarat Chandra Mitra
On Four Mussalmani Folk-songs
From the District of Chittagong
In Eastern Bengal, 1926
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With each passing day the villages in our state appear to
gather God's curses. The abundant joy of the Gazi and Jari
songs, of the Tarja and other verse recitals, of Jnhumurand
Tumvi dances is slowly disappearing. According to many this
has been due to economic reasons. But that is only a part of
the truth. We find that in the villages football clubs are daily
growing in number, more and more theatre stages are being
constructed, the sale of gramophone records runs to
thousands. If there is money for these entertainments then
why should people be reluctant to spend for the traditional rural
entertainments which costs far less? ...

.... Popular tastes has undergone a transformation. We
have become captive to the glitter of foreign tinsel neglecting
the treasure of our own riches. Present day civilization is
becoming urban centred with the help of and along the
pathways of foreign steamers, railways, telegraph and post
offices the cheap foreign goods bring along with them vulgar
and crude tastes into Indian towns and from there spread to
villages. The latter accept whatever comes from the cities, be
they articles of use or cheap fashion, be they thoughts and
ideas. The villages, on their part, send only raw materials,
which the cities utilize according to their own needs and
wishes. The villages, as a result, are becoming urbanised but
the cities are not acquiring the characteristics of the villages.

Those who go from the villages to the towns are unable to
shape or influence urban tastes in any manner. When they go
they do not take with them the festivities or entertainments of
villages they lose their personality amidst fashionable
entertainments of the cities ... They lead busy lives and
whatever leisure they get they spend it in the so called
entertainments that the cities provide ...

_Itis doubtful if foreign domination has harmed any
province more than Bengal. Calcutta, Bengal's capital, is a city
built by foreigners. It does not reflect of Bengal's art and music
in any manner as do the capitals of other provinces. The other
provincial capitals, if they are old towns have bases of arts,
music and dances of the country around. British rule has, itis
true, somewhat weakened them but has not destroyed them

SRR Sk

altogether. Moreover the older towns or capitals 2njoyed, in
many instances, the patronage of the rajas and nawabs which
encouraged and thereby helped the traditional music and other
age old artistic avocations to survive. This explains how the
singers and dancers of other provinces, who are comparatively
well off because of feudatory or princely patronage, have been
able to come too far away from Bengal and even influence her
distinctive music. Denied such opportunity, the folk singers of
Baul, Bhatiali or Kirtan have not been able to spread any
influence in Calcutta ...

... Many persons desirous of learning the song of Bengal
are unable to do so because of lack of opportunity. There is
hardly any arrangement in the towns for teaching Baul, Kirtan
or Bhatiali. And who will take the trouble of going round the
villages and taking pains to learn them? ....... Most of those
belonging to the cities who sing folk songs make many
mistakes. This | have found out from personal experience while
trying to teach folk music to a few such singers. For one thing,
they are not sufficiently respectful towards the subject they
wish to learn ...

.. Recently one does find people who are eager to listen to
folk songs. But they are being duped by the adulterated
product which, like Khaddar made in Japan, is turned out by
an admixture of a few Baul and Bhatiali tunes in the hybrid
songs of the cities ... If a few well chosen accomplished
singers from the villages are given a little instruction as to the
ways and tastes of urban audience it may help the
popularisation of folk music. Gramophone companies and the
radio authorities can also be of help in this respect. In fact
Hindustan Company has taken some steps in this direction.
With their help and encouragement we recorded a flute recital
by a peasant boy from a village. If in this manner some place
is found for folk music in the cities, it may be possible to
prevent the extinction of festivals and entertainments ...

.......... About one hundred and fifty years ago the Muslims
of our country were affected by a wave of revival and
regeneration. This was the Wahabi Movement which, like the
Protestant Movement, reshaped Muslim society. As a resuit of
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this movement the influence and power of the priest increased
considerably. They pronounced anathema on songs, music
and dances. In the name of Holy Quran — where, .incidentally,
there is no injunction against music — they spread their hold
over the ignorant common people to such an extant that
musicians gone beaten up and were socially boycotted ......

... Sri Dinesh Chandra Sen has written in the preface of his
Mymensingh Gitika that the Brahminic influence has harmed
the folk music of Bengal considerably. Sri Chaitanya's
influence did the same to many kinds of folk songs. Formerly
Gajan festivals were celebrated at every nook and corner of
Bengal. To the accompaniment of the grave rhythm of the
drums the Gajan Sangans used to sing the astagans of
Chaitra puja. After they became Vaishnavas the people have
given up observing these festivals ...... Because of recent
communal animosity at some places the Muslims have
boycotted the fairs connected with Hindus festivals ...

... Then again, the folk singers used to get encouragement
from the landlords and other rich people... Besides the above,
the absence of competent composers has also been
responsible for the decline of folk songs. Formerly, highly
educated persons used to compose folk songs as can be seen
from Kabikankan's Chandi or Bijoy Gupta's Padma Puran.
Now a days the songs written or composed by the educated
have hardly any connection with folk music ...

... There is yet another reason. Most of our songs are
associated with one kind or other of religious rites. At present
people are losing their faith in such rites. In fact those who
observe or have belief in them are looked down upon in modern
society as have, for example, been the cases of Bairagi's,
Bauls and Nera Fakirs.

Jasimuddin
Decline of folk songs

Taken from (Folk Music and
Folklore : An anthology, Vol. 1, 1967)
First published in Magazine,
Bichitra, 1933

HRAMREaE e

TFe: AR Trer 2feRrE w18 W wikeR ke 286 93
(3 Bt SeifREd | (T O SRR RS S0
T TE (@ A A, S, 7!, I9F, AT @R &3 Ol
ST |

Baa OISy TS a7 FRCSTT vy @R FIACR TTE T 7,
siteE W 23 2RI W e wifew gt e wiRamnz ..

TR R i et it 22aifeE oiRie 2 qfRere
sfar wvEl (@ 97 e e SeR eig TE AR, 9rRia
4] (SRR (T SR 1R |

3213 SR q0e e wcalire swdft fasa ) .. 28 @
wifataty 4t < froma a2 28 12 | &, Spremi, arEe, ()
TR T (7 YFS A, TRHR G 2Afefe 9] S
SEYE1 |

rsiEwiY o
sif35a, 2R 37 2o
Ffreret iy, v2 ©F, Y08

I T G STOIel QIb] 2231RE | IR @ =~
92 SFEGIR AA SNIE W0 S (MRS SANSq T A | SIS
uir vesfied 7 efbrem @1 Rame Sl siere Swi | ... TR
o6 SR A 28 @9 s ool sAfFerel IR wieEd e @
AT 2RSS T wEPIa 233! ATGHIR, SIS SeaeAieee 199
%153 237F Y| SN SRR @ Smaral w3 WA
A | ST eesra faan O3 (@ Rorte sferear s S
-1 TR g Ee AfeTefa ke ¢ A R[eiw 1y
HoiE FReie FES Y s | eaR S S qvE A
bietra 71 | IETe q1e AT G TR BL, ST G2
ST SO e OlRiE ToanTa e Gk SR BiIke
(14 2er oRefE @t RS R A e AT 4TS
el A1 fETEe ST SdsieT w2 AfE s sifza srE
il 4i51%e e (IITE ©Oiwa TH F120S 2203 ... Ied A




e

TiafmeE sev

AifErer e 230 THE @157 ... el 19 FET 7o WAz
e oirs e wifea Tl ©2 #Ated A | @ 73 92 1 B
eI e AEIAT AR ..

.. ARFANCR ACoT (Eailes e @ i o RAR BT
G | T STl az el IHME GdAl GFEIE FACS
“Afae ©rd @ RRE SIS WG T TZ0S AN ... S
Rifirora T BB AT simafe Reg g wiwa 223mete; S0
A G TR Gere FiAies | 75g ww smefEe SmEs
Hize 561 afara e | @3 B G2 7R SNsTErE S0 S
mmqmmwwﬁmiﬁm%ﬁmﬁmw?@
TR oA ... AR fTeT Mo GRS T R
TR | S T T SAEE EAA aR AGe oA A=A
a7 T 903 SIS | AR o fhrem s S @2
mw%@w%ﬁm«sﬁa@ﬁmm

QFANICR EFTTRIS FRAZ T SR (AR (AT 7Y |
ST ke i ¥ g | ofes e TE e

s | FOEH @7 T O SR (ISR RS, STF, B,

et s TRoRe 2RANE | TR TG FASD ARG [ Folklore
Society (London), Finnis Society of Folklore (Helsinki) &“\?%
A elpe <ot SRR | To0gd We e AT 97 7w
Referera R o0 S0 .. (FTITRS 70w 9T GHel SR
R T o9 | SR TR (e EeTEesfE e
sHfestoat T e, SRl ¢ TRy ARied @EreEReskR
R el | 2 SIS IR &I EIFTAS AR ATH
e AE | (P A S

RIS S B ©1F @ TG AT T, WL TG 40
SR A 3P SHEATEA IS T GBI SR AR

TGS | ..

TRHFSE Sas

STt 1 T ST A WReTa g S s
2| .. IPTEHI SIAE BT @R Sl MEwe! FRIS AT A=
(it @ st R aEre . e e spifer fored et
TSI Ak TS WA 2@ W, eb ! AlRe) 56
ol a3, SmafE S (0T A PR SRS S
Al FiEey AfS @ 561 | Fwe AEe wwerH @R =K@ FiEe
fopref wifEred fRiiet @2 Twieerd | aREmIe agfs T IR 9T
e (FTROTAISE (Y STEa AT S € 2! FCA0RA | e
1A SRR I Tz A % AR TS TR T
1 =t ey % SR ARG G T AEAE | .. IE SRS
Rural Reconstruction-43 B4 ba10 | ARFTHTS el I
ofs15{3e FATS (5NTE G2 e e e | eI BASHE
57 B ST PG AME | AR FHT @R A7 TS (9T
3 e o doq P ger R Face e 2@ | wEe
qaft v G FIE S B e Sean AT 4R
[ulfer® S OB SNETENE & MER ...

AT (@ T o] ARejRIe 2T Ol wfEwieR 2
i 4 =21 PR e WE el 1He ¢ aEe 22N ...
w3 BfegpTifice TEsER Ae) OF, qey [AEE G3R AGHHPTER
y4eys wfeR) gl Bl afRae, Aifke), wih, W g,
o157 refeTs Rep-SprEmIR Saere i e Rer e
s =efaet i | e @ R, Efece) ek EIRibee @R
et o 2o we @ FefweiE ARAbS 2241Re ORI e
ol T AR | SRS FEeE e 41 e o iRAl
AWGaT o 2 RS st =i wAfet Ae | . B
e TS SRty Sree e aaie e R SR
08 o wfm i S ST G A, O @3k ot g
e (31 37 ioE of¥ Sraise T 220SE 1, FE G348 ORI
el wifel) forea sieeeiod sifbie o Set Sl IR




A Svo

fearz Seferrs S sifear 3k 797 IRRR 2= e | R
3G e T B ol I | e we fEe e
T 17 o7 I 2| e @2 el 99F @ Rgfen sreme
el 2200z | ... BIRAITER (TIREF <7 24 ozt 3w i1
S AMAE TR A7 &S I NFFRIR J8oH (T A2
srifne 22re @A | S CRitea [aw S 93 Rifre
T < I AN G @ ST B 2308 AR
et v Aied |

SR T
- grarfd, 3 2@
sl RifRmEg a9
oIS, 9583
AN Noq W et ©ifers «jf2S o @W wifE A TR -
IR 3 HAfTRS T | TE G AGR (@ HI (] G ©OF @
Al (TR, SRR e e S e 1B 20 W O Siesm)
@ ez o @3e IR I51 FfE0e AifTae | wE @ine wife
AN TR | A ST SIS 2] 9T ST T | Y ST
et @ 2 — AP, T eglen 3fbe uw dwiE wfE
[ IS @ ST (M @ I Gl Ile! S G
o @R ST AN | (T RIS W 2R A Ao
GO S e Fial AN | AW g e,
“S1gfes Y = RS (AR S 1 230 SR AR
7214 233 711, e vEMIeT w9 amesTE it I @2 A1
(AreiRE T
TIE g SHAPAE foora @ SR Wity w7 2= @it =1,
A HAFRICSA S W =1 Afa Frar e sfewsiem
SCRFAICE goff, SR, P spet ersfors wprer 33 Smrf
ORI (1 7 A FRY @fie AR R e fww ) ew

TrafFsg vy

SEE U @R (@, FFEAREE Al W e witis, G e

7% (Heredity) SIIwg agfon 7iRe el Sitg, O (ol 2ifear
0% | W AT, Iy AR PiRTiEEm s IEiE O
15198 (P S I | AT Spios SHiEes e
431 S a7 A qeserfTai- <= Rearne o o v
bESINE! T ORI T Forefea @ Fikrefes | @ IR
APrafes, o A Wt <7 Seerf =i g 73 i
uibrefEe | SIFIT T, ARCT (P S, I GHAM | I
a1ey Sl 22e | W IR SR «Afea e ofd iew R |
A1) o Ol 22e 71 | RAGE A @ SN cof e e
A1 | e, SIgfoe WS W | TEHH, (ThE, 73bE ORIi0S

"o g2eT =1l | ot Sl SfReTs | G A SR 220 HAOR

w57l (5T | (Se Sl s e stfirerm —
FAMt |itg A =
goft 3= 2t wfera
GIZA G
Y 2l GoiRe — WY IF ffEre — A SrEm IHET
At e B TS SifEEm — @ wEd) G gaii T e
iferarea 95, org e | TN GR cirem ) wiEk), ¢ G
ol AR AN AT (@MY 335 - GO AFR JeTq @
v20efeet 7 — TR TRl SR IR AT T, o A,
HEE SR BfTe 220E e FRitea wo W7 oy =i o a1
4| st ATl W R AR e (] LRANRE (T AGHR
w4 f3erg 233 % OTITS SaifRAT SR | R ST stet cre
U CFCETAT o A AR SR WY 7 T 750 STt
2 rE, A A (I G WY WA &5 I, ©F
Alera oo <A1 AT N | IR ABIE CR SEA7 TR [
il e #IfE5T 2R Sreey @3 oY TRl 226 |
(999 FRIST FEA N RT SY GO TS I 2208
iR 61 I Sibere, e e e ek e e



————*——

qEEEsE SR

Rreits! AEizal @Ne 5% 4Fd 68 @ 7Y (2 TR A
SIS S F3 1 @ SPRE GRme GBES T |
&) SEFEIY Y
Sfet, *ire wiea, so8s

IR AHIE L IS (ST IREACTR I T
e 2373 | 3MTE AT IRFATIR Nfa S Jferioe |
TR SIS WG I | AL e SR @R G AT 3
TS SEHTO! OB | TOrER AT T oI 44 WY
g Terz Mo 2200 %, SO o Sl B W,
(TRR AR Sid R, wifS @ Siie 3% SeEd Ses WY |
IR AR MR W FIER SRIE TerEd 53R
TAIgfe F@ 5 |

SIS 4 AT S WA 2301 20T SR |« Agra
TR T A | SIRE IHRS! 6 ZARMSIHR T4 IS IC HWowe
R @+ wwa TSR FiZ | SR AT ST A8 dgferd
2l | O3 FABTS 3 ISEH TS AT ST A e wife Fawa |
w5 2 0fa O GuF (wiRee fRfAre 23re = | g @ Ehiad
SR G €% 7 AT Goel AR |

& 379 '@ TR 26 A G5! B @i Wiz | @
3 AR a3t @ [Rem e @ (g Woed o 233lfEE, Zare!
o7 15! el (e e T o A A s dgfe s
Toeq ¢ 3 Fe St 1R s | (¥ giia W @2
oA (S5 IR ozt 71 | AR Ngrel FA Agfod TeAmS
SRS #4-Ted WidfE @ o7 IR Tge 22 |

FAE7 o e, wefle < @i’ BR efiom o | o o
AT TS (o1 SRe 7E ived e | ‘qrfe’ agfe @ 71
WY ST2ra AW qEe A fee OIS G Ao ol
SfeA-T (T GAT |

FARD AN bfete — e AW TP I
T eI, TS ©IR) ST A @R | SRS (@ AT, (@15

SrafREsE Svo

@ e A ST — a3 AT (O A | P W
e i o R ety i wu wifefi Ak @2 =
mammfégﬁﬁma@ﬁmﬁmq@nmw‘i
s T S T e witste e | @2 e
FEET U I ST (I A TS AR S
F40S A TR ...

e TSR (e e SIS St 1R AR R e
o 7Tt RFTe 5T | S Ate T21e e oo .

(T S S O S B35 TS Sl R T €
ey T (sH1oier) WIS SR G 4 T HCE A5 W
<RI | SR Wege Ret-weai- A1 Eie = Az | W
G #Hisiel < 7 (8l <1 o IR SRl T T e TR

... (7AW AR TG @3 FA —

Y JCA TEYA || Y, br.5.90
ARL .54

(o (SR S TeRe | S (ol sfelgsiere! g | o
G ETER SR | WA S FANET G ACHTE TR
Afce =ifereE | .

AT 237 AGATF TG | ..

.. et wrew (MR faaerre e S

G331 A T SR | 3RI0eR AT AOF e A
37 BT @ SISINTER AfF0d AR ..

Bl o 220 T, 790 AR | Ok R IET e
(waEet | @3 TARES ( 9y TGS AR WE ¢ S e
it otz 7z | A @ AfEsTs e free T AderE Hiws
e T IR goieat et | Jerergn WS SoAfT ey @
i i, el e i < i ifers eqe 2 | ..

. TEfeiared Aol 38 ©F W ...




—ﬂ———

TEfEs L8

wRe @ &4 6z cof g

iRl (FREES (2ASE F qIke (e Rz 1|

FE2, 31T ¢ (3 TG 2200 AT TSEY ©F € bR
@ 3G I ATTS! I '@ T2 2[TF 224! (S I WA
faa ..

.. Boifeiae @ wEifna of7 vy wsfaffm 9% o Ti%e Y |
SRR T4 (54 8 (5 O STl TeEs Aq ©g &ifs <&
argfon b Ll N9 | A7 T07gR AR AT | TIE R
T2 Y TG | WHEI W WHES G FRrs A oretane
&) T | INGR G-I e 6 AT Wowa fie 1 (raRree
505 | #{RE SIS FEe, el ©g (=l T | Sie-#ifE wazg
F91 G2 A (FIE G FS e 233z |

G (97778 (T (A1 05 TR (IR el @ At
TG TATH Sere WIS 7, Moy Em wnm st
A e 2 faEn 7 FE SRS | ORE Swe o IRE
IEfTa! WCoF & R CRINA SR ..

.. PEANATE FPIR 203 ©Fo B Mg 432 43 A1 02
TG G5! Few qba | At Aiferene Re-peri 13 wEes
Afereal ciieem (o8 I Rgreg 12 4R fEfRre #ifaem =)
O3 wa e wER, TS AR W I IRE |

... AECEHE MR IS Srg AT 4R | foN oW a1
w513, - e feiee | sfete came 71ig
fifFTs Al ..

.. S (508 wiema T (2w ©fE G @@ St o @i
7 gefie (e ©fe fee srares v ot Teg erars & g
&, e ¢ = aofie s CRufFrE evsfE Tam
S | e A [ Sea-o[f srrer 3w w5 7w e
AT 23R8 9T TR AR q0e | @R T T I FLY
TOREN —

SRS Sve

ofe wifts TSGR A"
25{5 gl A0 AGM GG

. Atefml Sre v FUR FAET TG AT T ..
S S A iR ireTa e HRe e e ARl

e 519 5% (S8 IS A | 9iFl 22096 THed ©IF
eIl AT ST ... AT IR Sl o 2 E
G T ST | SR NS, B @ T ©I (7t AN A |
w1217 ITETR NS ST Bz | G S 236 ST A,
afara @3 or-ens 2aR ARBE (edl 5E A .

. afeRm camergs wfiva e (siee « AT Y
AR, “9T A @ Y 226 IRGARHE, W CFE
271 b e 2 o ©f oite e —

TR A (3 GITE (@ CIAE ozl
forE wa oo o 5 TR

Rl e SrRe ¥la e #Afica IEme iR O firee
At 13 | (ot gl Afeerr e i SR o W
Hfaros S A3, «93 OiF Afvae firs #iaw =g, TRial ey
e #Afava A e el [ e 3t IsERiR e
“ifama sy Ak s .

. SIS ) e (I Sileiz 12 | o g e e
21 RN | BT <A 4T S, SR T 7% | 1Ry W
AT FATREZ, G TR BT AT AR | AT IS
stz SRR (5T g ST e 0 | ©i Sy i
AT T FE |

Ffemes W
e S, STl IS
et ffmerg, sves

sf SR T S @ o) e A T A77E G
e 4TS SRS GTg AR (K S, IR @R

S5 1 FremE e SRy e Orgd ofp of & sifwn a2




*__

RN SLY

AT T G 29E (FIgTE 8 SFEEH Ted 14 | SRR
e OF 27 AMTE Sl AT @ WG FAX NSO @A |
T S»wa T 2300 TS T ST FRAR S IGAWE FH
S-SR A | 225 ToH W9 SIFed I, TEeE,

s, AR eefe comira e g 28 « ST AR @
AERE TS TR G Sv80 HIE o] Reriznz AHire
FoifRe 75 w8 AifEe) e | 99 ARG ACEE S
1 T | 3 TR AN RISl (EE - (IRI-(IHA 6
Pl Sl SR SN 28 3% FES e «fE 5 ORI i
@ SRS | % A AT S @ 6y Faz «wo! [RNE @l @ire
F | T G I AR Rge = e Rera sk RewE)

SR ZIIR TS B2e A T | ekl &S @ el
Fegoq Beim e 05! WIS W (Fiafie SPEeE KR |

(e Tifew Ty e, IR 44 6 #ARs Sow I e o,

e FiggRs Tow Iea s Agge - 7 ¢ PR, TRUfF
@ FRAETY, TEANA 6 HEF N, (26 € IT TAE AT
SgeT e 7% veghe | Ak o frem tafEy sf @2 @
et 4 3210e 12y @ premm v g — R @,
e @ R | el e wifen Fegfon a9 Foer Kol
fBase @i efefs, @ Fafooy A AR g 22
A4S IR0 #ACa 1 - #HfEea = 1)

7o fRirsiy =17 QI 2 [3afE A o =i AifEe) o
A1 25T i S GREE 24 o 233 AfE | st
g AR <2 T IR 71, 9 ¢ NAE @G WAl Tl
ffn comia RfeT B TS siF @ T AW T O 7R
A @UiRAE | A M2 6 A7 FRARA (¢ & S
54 337 WD ABHTeas SifEs siv 9] O3 4G ©g| i 8
SHeeIR R Sikafre 3 el g e AR A 2o
oferr firal i A R MRS S P T S|

JI<EIR AT 8 IGH A
Sroimed ©BIHE
YT FEACEE G, Sous

FrafeeeE dva

stw 2 3T 3¢, R faa om R #1 @@ 7 39,
TR, ST, W1 9A (3T ¢ wiaar o forme gfew
e wf R | o fba wfiEfes T4 22, Fust A
swsﬁﬁmaﬁﬁm&wmmmaﬁﬁarﬁ,wwﬁm,
e efegETet S 22k — 78 I S (A e
Rm,cmmwsmwﬁwﬁaem%ﬁmw%ﬁ
eI W SRR, ¢ S S AR 220 | W (3 AR AT
e wierl frat fowrTe 22T |
POpT | S 0O sl AiTa At Fgem e ¢ 1l i
S Wu@aﬁmﬁmmmmmﬁa
(583 e G B R o) Wi, <7 of Fros
AR Pt P BIRHS AT A e @ i i fa,
Tl # FTITEE S AR W SR 22t e
Sl 22 A HfEs 32F W wiEg e LA R 978
s ke 2301 T AR | TR Hiew A SR A AEHS 6
e it otz 329 Afeaifre Sfeees (g SRR s AW
| i s e rf B @fer @ AMEDe feed
Si3at QfTE 5 @ AT siieTa qarae «Afw frs (5% i | S
amgﬁmmﬂﬁm,ﬁa@adea@ﬁmfﬁmmaﬁﬁ
pfeq @t GfeRIFR 7T |

el S @ weltAle AT 8 4 emE e fReffes o
ra'fmlﬁemﬁaﬁﬁ%awwﬁq@ﬁm
sz71 fiffoz 2331 Sed S WISTRAICE, (99 ICETH FRY! oY
o i @ i fm oo Tk gPT ARt | TSR 0%
S S SIS AT LR R T SO, SRS W
w1 | ST ST AT 2R S G S ARG Al | R
7T FEE TS 2O aﬁdwwwﬁ?ﬁﬁ




#-

GRS v

el G2 @B YrE ©g, T 8 A FFE @D el R
Sesiz At AR AN SN AT SEPAHE G | T
TR @ G SoEfE 71 T, Ord 2218 G2 TR s
rdiren e o TR <A TR, Sl g I AR A
SreimaIY SO
JIEA NS 8 AT SiiH
A=A ALHITAT B, dSous

ACHE ©G ¢ i 7 e Redy @ 5 @12, T
%o ¢ FOZAE ffviam @ R399 TR | MR OReE 4 ©g 1
e @ fFaeale % 22ANR | SR S SNEPITE e |
T ..
... SIGEAA S I R IS SR Fhice 220 @ A [
TS SEIEH, OIRIS 37 ¢ T Ton Tifed Mg @F
AARETR | eFfe-sjzrraa YA wrgd Wy iR SR A | ..
... TR A1 @ ICATE AT T T2 AL I8 |
AR AL T 8 SN N (2 A (2T ST
AT 8 TR 9F I STSH VAR SIRWE AL eS|
32 TS ¢ ReIEeiy Sgfofes el Sqgi® 8 S
Sigem T S AT A @32 TR R g 77|
ATeTa At iR Qe ot | agfe-srr e wug
e Ao SRR A | .. TSR o e g A6 8
SR 2ST TETM ... SHHE IFAF IS T G TGS &7 I
T 4R G2 FHIA T FiS7 Ffamik s oriem 3fwm @
QAT 78 PO IR ...
.. SRR TS Al (TIPS A i 12 9ol wgges
ST ST 3725 6 26T AT SN oot @32 I #Hf S FEd
e B3R O1Y AT Sl ZW A | 2R 93 A o wreT new
e oI | e A=l oS e wfeg, win ¢ wiswsts)f
N2 TS T A | ..

SrAMREST Sud

TG 9157 .. FofiR 21w stiem iz Fopaf oW
RS M it ank e | e 43 e ereme REE
afares T ol Eraf sraiz wwm w13 8 sifkver Swer w5
feefer TR refen wieatz wimmfere |

Crem12 BB
IR T 8 AT i1, Swus

The Folk Music and Folklore Research Institute, Calcutta,

came into being only three years back. The awareness of an
impending crisis in folk music impelled us to form this
institute. This crisis in folk music has set in the form of its
gross commercial distortion and consequent falsification.

A folk melody is not merely a literary or a musical work, but
a product of the continuous process of life of a people. Folk
tunes grow and develop in this process. Songs, ballads and
lore graing out of new experiences are constantly enriching the
folk tradition.

Itis unfortunate that folk music and folkiore as yet has
remained just a branch of special study for a handful of
academicians or enthusiasts. Moreover, in our country, studies
In folk music till now have been primarily limited to the spheres
of sociology and literatures; but almost nothing has been done
so for to study the musicological characteristics that
distinguish folk songs of one region from those of another. Qur
primary emphasis in this volume has been on the
musicological aspects of folk music.

Foreward
Flok Music and Folklore
An Anthology, Vol. 1
October 1, 1967

A purely academic and conservative approach to folksongs
often overlooks and even ignores one of its most human
aspects - the ‘protest songs’ which express invaried forms the
struggle of our oppressed people through the ages againstan
unjust social order. These 'protest songs' can be classified into
two categories — socio-economil and political : the former
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being against the feudal order with its caste system and
economic exploitation, women's bondage and numerous other
taboos, the later being mainly products of our national,
movement and peasant rebellion against the British Rule ...

Our folk singers and researches very often do not see the
social content of the songs of the former category, behind their
religious and spiritual trappings and in assessing the songs of
the latter category some of them appear to have developed an
antipathy and even refuse to accept them as folksongs
considering them as songs composed by politically motivated
individual going off the time worn track of tradition.

... In a broader sense a good number of our love songs,
marriage songs or songs known as ‘Baramashya’ '‘Birha’ or
‘Dehotattva’ etc express in an indirect way a protest against
the prevalent social system ..... The heartless marriage
system, the agonies of an unhappy marriage, the bondage of
women, persecution by the mother-in-law or the husband, all
these from the understone of what is known as lovesongs ...

... In Bhatiali which constitutes the main melodic pattern of
East Bengal, very often the ward 'naior’ — going of the
housewife from the father-in-law's house to her paternal home
strikes a keynote of the whole gamut of emotion of our rural
womanhood.

... Even in the impersonal abstraction of love in the form of
Radhakrishna story behind the cover of religiosity one cannot
fail to discover the protest against a society where free love is
banned ...

... In Baramashi song prevalent in many parts of India, the
separation between husband and wife is dolefully related
through the description of the twelve months. The separation is
caused mainly by economic reason. Struck by poverty the
husband has to go out for his livelihood, the nature of the job
sometimes keep the husband and wife apart for a long time.
This constitutes the common theme in the buffalo boy songs of
North Bengal or the Mahut songs of Goalpara in Assam, both
belonging to the same plaintive melodic pattern known as
Bhawaiya.
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... The cleavage between the huts and the castles became
sharper and sharper and our folk poets ground down by a
colonial economy gave vent to the feelings of our toiling
masses, often in a veiled figurative language with a double
meaning ...

... The truth remains the allegory is taken from life itself,
describing the conditions of our exploited peasartry under the
Zamindary system.

Hemango Biswas
Glorious Heritae,
Folk Music an Folklore
An Anthology, Vol. |, 1967

As literary scholars or enthusiasts have taken the lead in
folklore study in Bengal most of them are not prepared to
expand their idea and conception of folklore much beyond folk
literature.

Shankar Sengupta
Folk Music an Folkiore
An Anthology, Vol. [, 1967

We find folk songs of Bengal reflecting both the spiritual as
well as the emotions of the common Bengalee and the Baul
songs symbolize exclusively the spiritual quests of a section
of her rural people. Herein lies the significance of these songs
and their importance in the cultural life of rural Bengal ... If the
common man is not exclusively interested with the spiritual
life, neithre is he interested only with material life ... So it
would not be correct to exclude a song from the rank of folk
songs simply because its theme is spiritual ... Baul is not tied
down by the usual vital strings of the society. Although he lives
in society yet he tries to remain detached from its vital
demands and desires because he considers these to be
stumbling block in his path ... He is hated by a section of our
soclety especially by that part which is guided by the
Hrahminical priesthood — This is not very surprising. Because
ol their class content the Bauls like other sections of the so-
called lower casts of Bengal, have grown out of the resultant
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impact of various types of cultural and Religious modes that
emerged through the fusion of various castes and tribes. They
have never been swayed away by the exclusive influence of the
so called upper casts alone. Hence the later refuse to accept
them within their field. The Baul is therefore treated as an
untouchable and his religious practices are decried ... But
social ostracism has not succeeded in distracting him from his
path which he follows with singular devotion. ... Itis
unfortunate that this sect is dying out. Perhaps from the point
of view of material progress of the society at large, this is
inevitable. But it has to be admitted with the passing away of
this sect, Bengal will be losing one of her richest forms of folk
songs. The decay has already set in and most of the Bauls
that we see today, looking out for a professional musical
programme here and there in the city or who are introduced to
the city musical circles or conferences by the ‘cultural bosses’
are fake representatives of the sect. Having lost their faith in
their own creed having forgotten their basic spiritual aim they
now demonstrate their songs with a mere professional and
mechanical attitude. The songs which now frequently pass as
Baul songs lack both the true spirit and genuine folk tonal
qualities ... The Bauls themselves are mainly interested in
earning money maintaining their popularity among the urban
middle class intelligentsia. As a matter of fact most of the Baul
songs that we hear today (especially in the urban sector) may
be termed as only one form of the modern versions of the so
called 'Palli-Geeti' or folk songs which are being patronized by
the official and non-official cultural societies with a view to
uphold to the cultural tradition of our country.

. Sanat Kumar Bose

Bauls of Bengal
Folk Music an Folklore
An Anthology, Vol. |, 1967

The question arises whether and to what extent Baul
melodies might be reflections of the Religious thoughts of the
Bauls; and the purpose of the essay is to throw light on
possible interconnection between the musical structure of the
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songs and the religious context of their text ... Baul text
adheres to a particular performed melodic type. So the
prolongation of words or syllables occur to meet out such a
melody pattern ... syllables are generally prolonged on peak
notes of melody and the assumption is likely that there is a
strong relationship between melodic structure and textual
content prolonged words are those which are of special
significance ... when the picture grows more colourful the Baul
voice rises to the peak of melody ... With each new poetic
image the voice goes up to the octave and returns.into the
lower fifth when the refrain is performed ... There are
considerable parallels between musical and philosophical
principles ... It has been stated earlier that the Baul is
incessantly on the way to his true inner self and his song tells
about his journey in search of becoming one with God with ‘the
man of the heart'. This way, however, is not an easy one, it is
full of obstacles and disappointments but also joy and
progress and is it not this thorny path towards realization
which is reflected in the simple meiodies of the Baul songs;
sometimes undoubtedly developing, ‘then moving straight
forward in fixed rhythms’ again thoughtfully hesitating in
recitative - like sections; but always characterized by the
presence of deep underlying devotion. Moreover the Bauls have
realized that one of the major principles to reach their ultimate
aimn of spiritual union with the supreme lies in the reversal of
the current and the downward movement of the melodies,
which is basic to the baul gana seems to reflect this principle

I'he reverse principal of Baul downward elaboration and
sustained descendence of melody is valid for North Indian
lassical music, where in the alaps the notes are successively
introduced and developed in ascending direction, followed by a
rpid descent after the climax i.e. the upper tonic has been
reached

Josef Kuekertz
Origin and Construction of The
Melodies in Baul Song
Year Book of the International
Folk Music Council, 1975
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One thing seems certain that the Bauls with their spirit of
iconoclastic bhakti resembles greater Indian Bhakti tradition ...
Kabir, Nanak, Tukaram, Dadu, Chaitanya, sant cults through
effects of sufi show clear science. It is quite possible that
some Bauls, carry things to their sahajiya conclusion and
despite their antogonism to ritual worship follow sexual
sadhana ... In all theories of lover and beloved, the Vaisnava
Sahajiyas never speak of any love beyond the purest and most
perfect forms of human love ... of man and woman, who are
themselves incarnations of the eternal lover and Beloved. But
the Bauls conceive Sahaja as the innermost eternal beloved
who is in the ‘Man of the heart'. The Bauls also speak of love
and union, but this love means the love between the human
personality and divine beloved within and in this love man
realizes his union with divine...

... The difference between the Baul and the Sahajiyas is
brought out in their poetry. The music and the poetry of the
orthodox Vaishnava is lyrical. Sensual and full of enthusiasm
even at its most poignant. That of the Sahajiyas is doctrinal,
obscure and with some notable exceptions dry — especially to
someone who cannot fully understand the code. The Baul
songs are more in the Vaisnava Spirit emotional and full of
earthly imageries and while the Sahajiya poems are confident,
the songs of the Bauls are often sad, filled with longing and a
profound consciousness of human fraitly.

.... And Baul songs are sometimes songs of pure joy when
the Baul has rolled back the veil of maya that hides him who
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dwells in the heart, when he has seen his true reflection in the
mirrar ...

... The mysteries of love and God hinted by Vaisnava poets
explained by Vaisnava theologians perhaps find their trust
expression in the songs of the Baul.

Edward Dimock 1989
The Place of the Hidden Moon :
Erotic Mysticism in the
Vaishnava Sahajiya Cult

The Bauls and their songs are an important component of
Bengali cultural identity. Yet middie class urban Bengalis have
ambivalent feelings towards the tradition. On the one hand they
often idealize the Bauls regarding them as almost saintly
figures who are free of social conventions inhibitions and
prejudices. They also highly value their songs for their musical
and literary qualities and consider them one of the main types
of Bengali folk songs. But on the other hand, they often
condemn or deny their tantric sexual rituals ......

_ It was largely Tagore and his associate Kshitimohan Sen
who elevated the Bauls to the status of a cultural symbol. This
idealization took place at the expense of the Baul esoteric
aspect and had a deleterious effect on scholarship, leading
scholars to eschew field work and focus exclusively on their
humanistic beliefs. As a result Baul Sadhana (religious practice)
was given short shrift. Scholars mistakenly characterized the
Bauls as practicing different sadhanas united only by a common
spirit of extreme unconventionalism ... In 1968 Upendranath
Bhattacharya published his ground breaking work ... based on
many years of field work. In this he proved the Baul whether
Hindu or Muslim, practice more or less the same sexual rites,
and that those rites are central to Baul refigion and to an
understanding of their songs. Though subsequent fieldwork done
by scholars have corroborated his findings, the Old Romantic
image of the Bauls continue to hold sway today.

Baul Songs
Daniel S. Lopez (ed.)
Carol Solomon, 1995
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Both these sources, Bauls and Baul songs tend to be seen
as solid and unambiguous by the authors of such studies.
They are also thought to provide information about the same
‘thing’, due in part to the assumption that a word (baul)
necessarily corresponds to some clear cut phenomenon,
dubbed ‘Baulism’ by some (e.g. Ashraf Siddiqui 1976). This
reification, the assumption that there is something to be
discovered, inevitably means that the paths by which the
secondary sources approach this ‘thing’ becomes irrelevant ...

... Recent perception may be broadly divided into two
categories : first, Bauls as a class of heterodox mystics in
eternal pursuit of the ‘Man of the Heart' or the ‘unknown bird’
within, Rabindranath Tagore and K. Sen being the chief
exponents of this approach. Second, Bauls as a sampraday
(tradition) or even sect, entry to which requires initiation, and
which consists of practitioners of arcane 'sexo-yogic' rites
(This is argued with a nagative gloss by A.K. Datta and more
emphatically by Upendranath Bhattacharya for example) to
these may be added : Bauls as disreputable, low-class
entertainers (as related in the writings of J.N. Bhattacharya for
example) an image which, at any rate among scholars, have
been superseded by the more elevated one of Bauls as
performing artists of consummate skill (e.g. Majumdar and
Roberge 1979) related to this is an image derived from the
‘West' that is, Bauls as Bengali hippies. This familiar to
anthropologists from a chapter in V.W. Turner ‘The ritual
process : structure and anti-structure, called ‘Bob Dylan and
the Bauls’ in which music and itinerancy are emphasized.
Turner concluding that ‘this is the authentic voice of
spontaneous communitas’ (1869: 165-6). Finally there is the
divergence of view dependent on situating Bauls against a
Hindu or Muslim background, thus creating a fundamentally
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Hindu or Muslim identity, whether or not this is then .
considered to ‘spill over' to include the other community.

Bauls are primarily known to others through their often
beautiful and enigmatic songs, and it is these that, especially
from the end of nineteenth century, have given them an
influence far wider than their number would suggest. Since that
time, Baul songs, and notions of what it is to be Baul, heve
become increasingly important to urbanised, educated more
Bengalis, and recently to Euro-Americans in the process,
Bauls assumed the guise of bearers of an authentic indigenous
heritage, a beit constructed in startlingly different ways, as
Bengali, Indian, Hindu, Muslim materialist or secular. The
emergence of these perceptions and the concomitant rise of a
class of semi-professional Baul performers so familiar is
Bengal today in dealt with in the first part of this book.
Nowadays as national and international representatives of
South Asian folk culture or indigenous spiritualities, the iconic
status of Bauls is firmly established.

Of no less significance to students of Bengali religion,
culture and history is another less conspicuous class of
people called Baul. These are initiates into esoteric practice
who, although they know and sometimes sing songs, do not
depend on music (and patrons) for their livelihood. My
anthropological field work with such Bauls constitutes the core
of this book. Nor can it be said that such Bauls are only of
relevance to Bengali studies within the field of Indology. A
study of Bauls is clearly important in the wider contexts of
South Asian Buddhist, Tantric, Vaishnava, Nath, Sufi, Fakir
and Siddha tradition. Most scholars are of the view the Bauls
form part of pan — Indian ‘Yogic' 'tantric’ ‘devotional’ or
‘mystical' movements ...

. Baul divinisation of the human being, an implicit
characteristic in many areas of Hinduism (Fuller 1992: 72 pg)
finds unambiguous expression in Tantra (Denton,1991). One of
the more radical inferences of the present volume, concerning
notions of the completeness or autonomy, and therefore
superiority, of women, is not without echoes in Tantric tradition.

The significance of a study of Bauls is no longer confined
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to the south Asian context. Recent years have witnessed an
immense expansion of the Baul role as representative of South
Asian spirituality and folk culture.

Jeanne Openshaw
Seeking Bauls of Bengal, 2002
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